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Wow!  2011 has been amazing for Ignite Youth Mentoring! 

In our first year as a stand-alone non-profit we have ex-

panded enormously!  With a constant flow of potential 

mentees and mentors, due to new and deepening partner-

ships, Ignite just reached 60 current mentor matches for 

the first time!  It is exciting to diligently surpass any previ-

ous program in Tri-Cities history, and even make an impact 

nationally. 

Peter Vanacore, the Executive Director for the Christian 

Association of Youth Mentoring stated, òIgnite Youth Men-

toring is setting an example of high quality mentoring for communities and churches around the 

country. In a few short years, they have achieved a level of service that has taken many mentoring 

programs over a decade to accomplish. But this is only the beginningé As the Christian Association 

of Youth Mentoring trains churches and nonprofits around the country, Ignite Mentoring is cited as a 

model for those looking to help the most 

vulnerable youth and families in their com-

munities.ó 

We are excited, but not satisfied.  Weõve 

nearly met our annual goal of 40 new 

matches! But, the daunting reality is that 

hundreds of kids need mentors in our com-

munity today.  We hope to someday reach 

4000 kids (10% of Tri-Cityõs 8-16 year olds).  

A ridiculous goal?  Perhaps.  But someone 

has to dream big so that many of our youth 

will even dream at all.  Help us show our 

world that with God, anything is possible! 

(Find out more in our Ignite Year in Reviewñattached) 

F I N A N C I N G  2 0 12  

When chatting with Brett Smith, you hear a man who is happy 

about his decision to become a mentor.  Despite the time chal-

lenges that come with being self-employed and doing business 

travel, he is full of positive observations and big ideas for still 

more fun things for Jonathan and him to try together.  So far, 

theyõve had a great time on two canoe trips, have hiked Badger 

Mountain, played a little golf, and done some walking and look-

ing around near the Columbia River and Clover Island.  This is 

an active, energetic pair! 

In the midst of all this activity, 

Brett has really enjoyed getting to 

know Jonathan.  The first canoe 

trip was apparently more of an 

adventure than Brett had anticipat-

ed:  gusty winds made navigating 

more than a little challenge and 

required effort and steady nerves.   

Jonathan has proven ready and 

equal to each challenge, inspiring 

admiration in Brett.  òI really like 

Jonathan.  I admire his readiness to 

try new things and his ability to hang in even in tough situa-

tions.ò   Brett sees that Jonathanõs life holds similar challenges 

to the ones he faced as a teenager and appreciates how well 

he seems to be handling them.   

What has Jonathan liked?  He likes that being with Brett has 

given him the chance to try new things! (What a good match!)  

He expresses appreciation for how Brett managed introducing 

him to golf:  They played their round in a Best Ball formatñ

playing as a team, rather than opponents.    

This pair seems to thrive on the time spent together taking on 

new situations and challenges.  Obviously, they are having lots 

of fun together, and, in the midst of their casual friendship, 

could it be that they are living out the truth of Proverbs 27: 17?  

òAS IRON SHARPENS IRON, SO ONE MAN SHARPENS ANOTHER.ó 

As we continue to build Igniteõs future, finances 

are important to making sure that we continue 

to help and encourage more kids. 

We had a great first year financially, thanks to 

generous donations from so many of you.  We 

also had a successful miniature golf fundraiser, 

and have received grants from Three Rivers 

Community Foundation, Columbia Energy Foun-

dation, Rotary of the Columbia Center, 

Sharefest, Women Helping Women Fund Tri-

Cities and others. 

To meet the needs of our rapidly growing organi-

zation we hope to increase our pledges by indi-

vidual donors from $45,000 to $80,000 in addi-

tion to grants, gifts, business contributions and 

two annual fundraisers.   

Please consider how you may contribute and 

help kids throughout our community in 2012! 



I G N I T E  A C T I V I T I E S 

F O L L O W  U S  O N. . . F O L L O W  U S  O N. . . 
òLIKE USó and share us on Facebook!  Keep up to date 

with activities, trainings and opportunities and stories! 

IN  THE COMMUNIT Y 

  Bluewood Ski Resort and Ignite are partner 

  ing for "Ignite the Mountain". This colabora- 

  tion is designed to encourage mentoring by 

offering tickets for mentors to take their mentee for a day of 

FREE skiing and rentals.  Mentors, call to reserve your ski days 

today!  Please help by donating your used ski clothes! 

What is the best way to get new mentors in our program?  Itõs not 

necessarily through flashy adds or the internet.  Nationally, it is 

recognized that òMentors get more Mentorsó as they simply tell 

their stories to others.  Ignite is pressing this more in 2012 through 

a couple specific avenues. We continue to have mentor match pic-

tures taken through Essence Photography and put in our Ignite gift 

frames.  This helps our mentors spark conversations as co-workers 

  may ask, ówho is that kid you are with in the pic-

   ture?ó  We will also provide a òThird 

      Ticketó to occasionally bring along a 

         same gender adult friend to events 

             helping other adults see that men-

        toring is not as difficult as 

           some may believe. 

What blessings we have in the Lord!  As Christmas can be a time 

of want, itõs so important to look back and see the blessings we 

have received, including the greatest gift of hope and life the 

world received more than 2000 years ago. 
 

I ponder all that has occurred this past year and am amazed by 

what God has done and how He showed Himself very faithful.  In 

October of 2010 I was very fearful of the future, not sure that 

God would provide.  From that time forward, I am daily seeing his 

greater planñand it brings me enormous comfort and joy! 
 

The Lord has grown Ignite in size and stature throughout our 

community.  Weekly I receive calls from organizations and com-

panies offering help, desiring partnerships, or asking for us to 

present our program to their staff.  Slowly, but surely, we are 

building much deeper relationships with our 28 partner church-

es (representing 15 different denominations) and counting.   

I attend various community meetings and keep hearing from 

city, government, school and counseling professionals that 

strongly believe connecting kids with adults is the key.   
 

God has placed us in the perfect spot!  We just need more Chris-

tians to answer the call of spending just 4 hours a month to 

change a childõs world. 
 

Thank you for being one of my many blessings! 

Please pray about how you can bless a child  

who needs additional adult support... 

Columbia Basin College will help us expose kids 

to a college campus as mentor matches attend 

sporting and art events for free and take part in 

specialized interactive career tours for Ignite. 

Sterling Savings Bank will once again provide 

tickets for Ignite mentor matches to attend an 

Americanõs hockey game free in 2012!  

Here are some helpful thoughts as you try to encourage 

young people around you.  Remember, itõs our character and 

the little things of life that make the greatest impact! 
 

BE PATIENT: Building trust takes time. A young person may 

not show it at first, but your help may be just what is needed. 

Be persistent.    

PRAISE IS POWER: A word of praise in a critical world works 

miracles in the life of a child.  

TRY TO UNDERSTAND A CHILD'S VIEWPOINT: Even if you 

don't share his or her point of view, trying to appreciate it 

shows you care.  

CELEBRATE DIFFERENCES: Experienced mentors report that 

working with a young person from a different background 

broadened their own horizons and deepened their under-

standing of other people and cultures. Sometimes it is the 

differences that make the difference.  

BE HONEST: Kids know adults aren't perfect. If you make 

mistakes, admit it. Say you're sorry. It's a skill a child may 

only learn from you.    

BE THERE:  Just the sound of your concerned voice can make 

a big difference in the life of a child.  

BE POSITIVE: Ask yourself, "What encouragement can I give if 

my young friend disappoints himself or herself?" Mentors are 

in the business of helping young people make the most of 

their lives. Allow the child to make a few "growing" mistakes 

when they learn new things.  

BELIEVE: Many children in our communities struggle with self

-esteem. Your faith in them can be the greatest gift you give. 
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M E N T O R S  G E T  M E N T O R S 

Recently KNDU news ran a special story on Ignite as we sur-

passed the 50 mentor match number.  We are so thankful for 

the great media coverage weõve received!   

See the story on our Facebook page.  

Three Rivers Community Foundation has 

granted Ignite $5000 for the second straight 

year!  We thank them for their generosity! 

Watch online for our 2012 Calendar of events ñ coming soon! 


